The one great rule 
of composition is to 
speak the truth. 


We will serve neo 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
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see it. 








She cople Will * 


AN EDITORIAL 


| 


The Harmony Belles from Texas Junior College 
gave the senators a serenade last week, singing them 
“I’m proud to be a Texan” and “Are you really, really 
mine?” The senators seemed a little ill at ease; little 
wonder, they turned back to their work and proved, by 
their tax bill, they really aren’t ours. But they deserve a 
second chance to prove they really, really aren’t. This is 
why we need a second special session of the legislature. 

The Senate tax bill is, for all practical purposes, a 
sales tax. Who smokes cigarettes? The people. Who 
drinks whiskey? The people. Who chews tobacco? The 
people. Do not give us that shoddy hypocrisy about 
“taxing sin.” If the people smoke, and drink, and chew, 
do not the same people eat, and work, and sleep, and 
make love, and hope for a better life? You do not love 
them if you hate their ways. 

Nothing for the people will come out of the Ramsey- 
Carr conference committee on taxes, stacked 7-3 for 
sales taxes. The appropriations committee is deadlocked, 
and time has run out. The need for a second special 
session is certain: even if the legislature accepted the 
conference committee’s bill, there would not be enough 
revenue to retire the deficit. Were the conferees to pile 
in enough sales taxes to pay everything, they would 
have sold out the people even more than the Senate has. 
A special session will be necessary anyway to pass the 
beach bill, for which there is a real emergency need. 

What, as of now, has Governor Daniel accomplished 
for the people? Nothing. He has advocated many good 
things: the business interests in the legislature have 
defeated them. The House (desperately close on the 
issue) defeated his splendid bank bill. Thursday the 
Senate state affairs committee, by 9-7 vote, defeated his 
franchise tax increase. The Carpetbagger Senate (see 
page 4) defeated his taxes on long-line gas companies 
and other interstate corporations, preferring instead to 
tax Texas consumers, Texas gas producers, and small 
Texas companies. Each of his programs for the people 
is worth another fight. 


We come down to the real issue at this moment. Gov. 
Daniel has inquired of his colleagues in coalition: Since 
the Senate will not be any better in a second session 
than now, why not take the sales tax-loaded conference 
committee bill and come back again with the spotlight 
on natural resources taxes? 

There are three reasons why not: 

(1) Passing a sales tax bill this session would not 
prevent passage of more sales taxes in a second session. 
The tigers of reaction do not weaken after a bloody 
feeding! Giving in now would weaken the moral position 
of the people’s coalition when the same Carpetbaggers 
rise again to tax something else the plain people buy 
instead of Eastern capital. 

(2) Daniel and his coalition have fought and won in 
the House for half business, half sales taxes. This repre- 
sented too much moral concession from the liberals in 
the first place. The House should accept no more sales 
taxes. 

(3) The talk from the Senate is that Ramsey and 
the lobby hope they can sweat out and then squeeze out 
the coalition in a second special session. In fact the 
lobby will be in the most danger. There is only one re- 
source not yet totally committed to the fight for a 50- 
50 bill. That is the prestige of Price Daniel. If he will 
go to the people against the Senate—put the heat on the 
19.Carpetbaggers with their constituents—stand by the 
House of Representatives as the defender of the people’s 
interests it has in truth become—the lobby, not the 
coalition, will find itself losing strength, for the lobby 
has shot the works, men, it’s the people’s turn again. 


Il 


Gov. Daniel said Monday that Stephen F. Austin, 
Sam Houston, and Jim Hogg were our three greatest 
statesmen. He cannot aspire to their company if he faints 
away now, as his friends fear he may. Austin, Houston, 
and Hogg éach fought when it mattered most, and they 
fought the real enemy: Austin, Santa Anna at the 


‘Alamo; Houston, Santa Anna again at San Jacinto; 


Hogg, the Railroads. The real enemy of the people now 
is the Great Oil and Gas Lobby and the Texas Senate it 
controls. Let the Governor remember that he, like Aus- 
tin, would be honorably remembered for losing to the 
wrong, if he will fight to the end, and that only by fight- 
ing to the end can he possibly defeat the real enemy of 
his times, as Houston and Hogg defeated the real 
enemies of theirs, and all for the glory and independence 
of our state. 

The coalition should stand fast against the sales tax, 
the lobby, and the Texas Senate. Soon enough, the 
people will see. 
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AUSTIN 

On the theory you can’t under- 
stand the tax game unless you 
know the players, the Observer 
herewith offers a thumbnail 
sketch of the ten House-Senate 
conferees charged with working 
out the prodigious differences be- 
tween the tax bills passed by the 
two chambers. 


SENATORS 


Dorsey Hardeman: On the Sen- 
ate tax writing panel that 
knocked out levies on long line 
gas transmission companies and 
interstate corporations; voted 
against efforts to re-insert the 
business taxes on the Senate 
floor; recent guest of Texas East- 
ern Gas Transmission Company 
on a much publicized holiday 
plane trip to Tennessee: voted 
against the Senate bill on final 
passage; recognized in Austin as 
a leading member of Ben Ram- 
sey’s “Senate team.” 


R. A. Weinert: qualifies in all 
particulars to the sketch on Har- 
deman, including the votes, the 
plane trip and membership on 
the team. Has advocated a gen- 
eral sales tax. 


Jimmy Phillips: carried the 
ball on the Senate floor against 
all efforts to re-insert the sever- 
ance beneficiary gas tax and the 
interstate franchise formula on 
corporations; resisted efforts to 
lower the $63 million in cigar- 
ettes sales taxes written into the 
Senate bill to replace the deleted 





House - Senate - Governor 
down on taxes: 





THE TEN TAX CONFEREES 


business taxes; also on the 
committee that wrote the 
bill. 


Bruce Reagan: Voted 
the tax on the long line g 
panies, against the interst 
poration franchise formula 
vor of the sales taxes; added $¢ 
million in sales taxes hin 
sponsor of an amendmer 
bracing taxes on componer 


of radios, hi-fi sets anc 
sion 
Charles Herring 


ate sponsor of the Da 
gram and as such a mir 
one on the committees 


liberal among the Senaté 
ees. Fought for a start 
iel’s gas tax and the 
franchise tax. Favored f 
ate bill as passed 


REPRESENTATIVES 


V. L. “Bo’’ Ramsey 
Chairman of the Housé 
mittee which acted favorably on 
Sales tax-weighted bills 
regular and special sessions and 


acted unfavorably n business 
tax proposals; member of Carr’s 
House “team”; opponent of gas 
taxes, corporation taxé advo- 
cate of sales taxes; voted for his 
committee’s  sales-tax ighted 
bill which was defeated in the 


House; opposed Hinson’s 


George Cook, Odessa: implaca- 
ble foe of taxes on major oil and 
gas companies; member of Ram- 


and natural resource taxes. 


| respective chambers. They cannot 


sey’'s committee; favored commit- 
tee bill; opposed Hinson bill. 


W. T. Oliver, Port Neches: also 
member of tax committee, author 
of numerous selective sales tax 
proposals, opponent of corporate 


Don Kennard, Fort Worth: one 
the leaders in the moderate 
libéral coalition which passed the 
Hinson bill in the House; more 
yncerned about what he consid- 
rs adequate appropriations than 
whether they are paid for by bus- 
iness or consumer taxes; sup- 
ported natural resources taxation, 
levies on interstate corporations, 
generally opposed sales taxes. 


Alonzo Jamison, Denton: A 
moderate liberal, generally most 
concerned with education and 
rural electrification; supported 
taxes on natural resources, inter- 
state corporations and generally 
voted against sales taxes. 


Summary: Senate—four  con- 
conservatives and one liberal; 
House—three conservatives and 
two liberals. 


Conferees are appointed by the 
Speaker of the House and the 
Lieutenant Governor. There is no 
rule that they must represent 
the majority sentiment of their 


be bound by instructions from 
their colleagues; the final bill 
they write cannot be amended 
and therefore is subject only to 
acceptance or rejection. 














How It Came fo This Pass 


AUSTIN 
The events leading up to the 
show- 
House 


Friday, May 29—The 


passed by a vote of 80-65 and 
sent to the Senate the Hinson tax 
bill, dividing $150 million in new 
revenues roughly half on busi- 
ness and half on consumers. 


Monday, June 8&—After week- 


long hearings in Senate commit- 
tee, with business 
calling for general and selective 
sales taxes, the state affairs com- 
mittee reported its tax bill, sub- 
stantially 
measure by removing the sever- 


spokesmen 


revising the Hinson 


ance beneficiary natural gas tax 
and the allocation franchise for- 
mula aimed at interstate rpora- 
tions, replacing them with a boost 
in the present franchise pattern 
and a three cent cigarette 
tax raising $63 million. The Sen- 
ate version was termed by House 
sponsor Hinson “a 
which the House will not accept 
if passed in its 
Governor Daniel praised the Sen- 
ators for acting promptly ” 

advocating a general sales tax 
and for including enough reven- 
ues to meet the appropriation 
bill. He also said he was 
pointed” in the distribution 


present form 





THE SENATE'S BILL 


The breakdown on sales and business taxes in the Senate 


tax bill are as follows: 


DIRECT SALES TAXES 


Cigarettes ........... $63,000,000* 
Tobacco, Cigars ..... 11,800,000 
Motor Vehicles ...... 16,282,000 
BEE c Sxcpaamasieeads 4,073,000 
TV, radio, et al ...... 6,450,000 
Motorboats ......... 2,500,000 
Special fuels ....... 328,000 
NED sexs atten itueseae Wisn 402,000 

GE xosecenneces $104,835,000 
INDIRECT SALES TAX 
WE co acicnskaaanten $5,158,000 


Total Sales Taxes .. $109,993,000 
*Sen. Charles Herring believes 


this figure is 7 percent too high. 


BUSINESS TAXES 
Corporation franchise $21,782,000 
Natural gas production *16,300,000 


Wine, beer, liquor 3,317,000 
Theatre license reduced - 120,000 
Total Business Taxes . $41,279,000 


*Reports by the Texas Tax Study 
Commission, correlated with lat- 
est production and market price 
iigures of the Texas Independ- 
ent Producers and Royalty Own- 
ers Assn., indicates a more real- 
istic figure is $12 million. Senate 
bill officially reports the tax 
will raise $16.3 million 


business taxes with 
Sales taxes. 

Thursday, June 11—By a vote 
of 16-15, Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey 
voting aye to break a tie, the Sen- 
ate approved its version with 
minor revisions on the Senate 
floor, leaving the bill about 75 
per cent sales taxes, 25 per cent 
business taxes. Efforts to restore 
the House-passed natural gas and 
corporate levies were rejected by 
the Senate. 

Friday, June 12—The House 
voted 110-40 not to concur in Sen- 
ate amendments, and Speaker 
Waggoner Carr appointed a con- 
ference committee of three con- 
servatives and two liberals to 
meet with the four conservatives 
and one liberal appointed by Lt. 
Governor Ben Ramsey as Senate 
conferees. Hinson announced to 
newsmen that Carr’s decision not 
to appoint him to the conference 
committee “broke precedent.” 
He said the author of a bill, “es- 
pecially a tax bill as important as 
this one, has always been named 
to the conference committee.” 
Hinson predicted “the House will 
not accept the conference report 
unless the Senate bill is revised 
much more in line with what the 
House passed.” 

Monday, June 15—The confer- 
ence report is expected to return 
to both chambers for acceptance 
or rejection. A conference corn- 
mittee report cannot be amended. 

Tuesday, June 16—The first 
special session ends. 


respect to 











BANKERS WIN, STUDENTS LOSE 


AUSTIN 


In two record votes taken with- 
in an hour, the House this week 
agreed 68-66 to tap college stu- 
dents for additional compulsory 
service fees and refused 66-66 to 
reconsider the conservator act by 
which the treasury would receive 
abandoned property and bank ac- 
counts escheated to the state. 

Voting was tense, with verifi- 
cations necessary in both in- 
stances. 


The bank bill had failed of en- 
grossment 63-60 on Monday but 
the House had refused by a tie 
vote of 62-62 to kill the bill com- 
pletely. Efforts of the Governor's 
forces to revive the bill Tuesday 
brought the second tie vote, 
which killed the bill for the first 
special session 

It was the second stormy trip 
for the “bank bill,” which had 
been engrossed by two votes in 
the regular session before being 
defeated on final passage, 80-67. 
Daniel has publicly condemned 
bankers for their efforts to kill 
the bill in both sessions. Texas 
Banking Assn. spokesmen have 
replied that the bi'l was “social- 
istic confiscation.” 

The closeness of the vote on the 
college student fee bill was un- 
expected, as it had been put into 
position for final passage by a 





comfortable ten-vote margin. Lib- 
eral opposition to the bill re- 
ceived belated reinforcement 
from some of the House’s most 
conservative members, including 
ex-Speaker candidate Joe Bur- 
kett, who canvassed the House 
floor in opposition, and Rep. Lou 
‘Dugas of Orange, who took the 
microphone against the bill. 

The measure permits colleges 
to charge up to $78 per year per 
student for college services in 
recreational, athletic, and medi- 
cal fields and for additional func- 
tions such as student parking, lab 
fees, and student government. 

Reps. Bill Stroman of San An- 
gelo and Bob Eckhardt of Hous- 
ton opposed the college fee bill, 
in part because it delegated the 
legislature’s taxing authority to 
college governing boards. Eck- 
hardt said “this is the first time 
a Texas legislature had done this 
since the reconstruction days 
when the carpetbagger legisla- 





ture passed an act to pay the In- 
ternational Railroad $10,000 a 
mile bonus to build a railroad | 
from Texarkana to Laredo. The 
legislature ordered the money 
paid for by bonds and delegated 
to the Comptroller the power to 
set up the sinking fund and de-| 
termine the necessary taxes to| 
pay the bonds. It resulted in the | 
‘taxpayer's rebellion’ which 





helped topple the carpetbaggers. 

“Now, 90 years later, we're 
back in business delegating the 
taxing authority. It’s a bad bill,” 
Eckhardt said. 

Rep. Bill Heatly, chairman of 
the House appropriations com- 
mittee and sponsor of the bill, 
said it had the endorsement of 
the presidents of the state’s 18 
tax-supported colleges. “Texas 
has one of the three or four low- 
est tuition fee schedules in the 
country,” he said. 

Closing against the bill, Rep. 
Bill Kilgarlin of Houston said he 
was “appalled that the House is 
willing to go on record for two 
days in a row as not being will- 
ing to take from the banks un- 
claimed accounts that have prop- 
erly escheated to the state and on 
the other hand is willing to take 
money from students, many of 
them poor, through a bill which 
the author himself admits is a 
revenue raising measure.” 

Thursday the Senate state af- 
fairs committee, on motion of 
Sen. Phillips, killed, 9-7, the Gov- 
ernor’§ 75-cent temporary _in- 
crease in the franchise tax to 
help retire the deficit. The Phil- 
lips motion sent the bill to sub- 
committee; Phillips said his mo- 
tive was to kill it, and there is 
no doubt he succeeded for the 
session. 





SENATE BACKS ECONOMY PLAY 


‘now we're spending $200 million.” 


AUSTIN 

In an effort to “impress on 
people that it takes taxes to pay 
for the programs they say they 
want,” Senator William Fly this 
week won Senate approval of a 
resolution instructing the Legis- 
lative Budget Board to revise 
downward its budget to limit it 
to existing revenues. Fly's reso- 
lution instructed the board to 
bring in a budget summary 
“within the anticipated revenues 
for the next biennium,” that is, 
before adding in any new taxes 
that might be levied by the pres- 
ent legislature. 


Comptroller Calvert has esti- 





mated revenues of roughly $185 
million for the biennium to meet 
a general revenue budget ranging 
anywhere from $300 to $350 mil- 
lion. Fly’s move was denounced 
as “political” by Sen. Frank 
Owen of El Paso and “useless” 
by Senator Abraham Kazen of 
Laredo. 

Fly said “this resolution is per- 





haps a bit far reaching but I 
think the legislature and the peo- 
ple must decide whether or not 
they want to continue the spend- 
ing programs and the taxes to| 
pay for them. We spent $69 mil- | 
lion for education in 1945 and | 





Houston Integration Vote 


@ A group of 80 businessmen 

who bought a 384-acre, two 
mile length of Galveston’s east 
beach are considering fencing it 
off and charging admission, and 
one of the group says there is a 
good chance the plan will be put 
into effect. “We have a lot of 
money invested in that beach 
and we don’t intend to let it sit 
idle,” said the member of the 
group. Until a recent Texas Su- 
preme Court decision the public 
has had free access to beaches. 


@ The Houston school board 

voted 4-1 (Negro member 
Mrs. Charles White condemning 
what she called the expensive 


The Week in Texas 


and useless evasion) to call an 
election on integration. The 
hitch: almost 50,000 signatures 
are required under the state law 
in question. Bsns. Mgr. H. L. 
Mills said the district might lose 
$5 million in state money with- 
out the election. Dallas attorney 
W. J. Durham, suing for integra- 
tion for some Negro children in 
Houston, said he will press Judge 
Ben Connally for July 20 integra- 
tion. “Voters cannot determine 
the right of these children to 
exercise their constitutional 
rights,” he said. 
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@ Gov. Price Daniel asked the 

federal government for $36,- 
000 disaster aid for repair to the 
sewer system and roads of Over- 
ton and Rusk County. The rea- 
son: a ten-inch rain May 2. 


@ The Texas State Board of 

Education has adopted and 
enacted teachers’ certification 
rules which waive a_ six-hours’ 
education requirement for re- 
newal of emergency certificates 
if a case involves hardship or if 
the teacher is sixth grade level 
and teaches only subjects in 
which she has a college major 
or minor. This presumably was 
prompted by the legislative stir 
against “educationists.” 


@ The New Hope, Texas, nud- 

ist camp (pop. 50 families) 
will hold open house late in July 
for the public’s elucidation and 
enjoyment. The director’s an- 
nouncement did not specify what 
the residents will be wearing if 
anything. 
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Kazen asked if the increase 
wasn't substantially the result of 
increased enrollments in the pub- 
lic schools and colleges. Fly re- 
plied, “Understand, I’m not op- 
posed to education. But 69 to 183 
is 300 per cent and I don’t believe 
the population has increased 300 
per cent and I don’t believe the 
enrollment has either. Some of it 
is increased enrollments, but 
mostly, it is because we ‘enrich’ 
these programs, see how it 
works?” 

Owen, noting that Fly was a 
member of the budget board he 
was suggesting make the study, 
asked if the “real purpose’ of 


| Fly’s resolution “wasn’t to guar- 


antee that programs introduced 
by certain members of the Sen- 
ate will be incorporated into an 
inflexible document? The Senate 
will just be delegating its author- 
ity uselessly for a political rea- 
son.” 

“No sir,” Fly replied. “I'd be 
the last member to think the 
Senate should delegate any of its 
authority. I think this Senate is 
made up of capable men who can 
go any way they want to.” Kazen 
complained that the study was 
unnecessary because the Senate 
“knew what it was doing.” “Well, 
I'm not so sure,” replied Fly. 

Sen. Doyle Willis of Fort Worth 
offered an amendment that the 
summary include all the services 
that would be deleted under the 
Fly proposal. “We’re going on 
record as saying that all the work 
of the session was not needed, 
that population has not increased, 
that there is no need for further 
spending for education, for hos- 
pitals, for deaf and blind schools, 
we might as well tell the people 
what his proposal means to 
them,” Willis said. 

“It may come as a shock to the 
Senator from Fort Worth,” Fly 
said, “but I accept his amend- 
ment. I'd like to show the people 
that the old age pensions must be 
cut if taxes are not raised.” 

After Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey, 
presiding, summarily gaveled the 
amendment through on a voice 
vote, 12 senators asked to be re- 
corded voting “no.” As Sen. Culr 
Krueger, El Campo, approached 
the desk to register his no, he 


asked, “You got half yet?” 





DANIEL PROPOSES 
BEACHES FOR PUBLIC 


AUSTIN 

Gov. Price Daniel opened the 
legislature to a bill to preserve 
public access to the beaches, and 
a House committee recommended 
passage of Rep. Bob Eckhardt’s 
bill to do this. 

However, John McCall of Dal- 
las, representing Padre Island 
landholders, persuaded the com- 
mittee to exempt. Padre Island 
over Eckhardt’s opposition. 

Advocating his bill, Eckhardt 
argued that “the beaches in our 
area are as much natural resour- 
ces as the pines of East Texas.” 
Passage within the current ses- 
sion’s last two days’ seemed un- 
likely but possibles 

Eckhardt’s measure, a compli- 
cated legal document the author 
wrote in cooperation with the At- 
torney General's office and the 
Governor's office, protects land- 
owners’ property rights but pro- 
vides a public “easement” to the 
beaches along the Gulf Coast 
Eckhardt had obtained signatures 
from 78 House members as co- 
authors before introducing the 
bill late Thursday. 

In his Thursday message to the 
House opening the beach ques- 
tion for special session considera- 
tion, Daniel said, “ownership of 
the bed and shore of the Gulf of 
Mexico within the boundaries of 
Texas ... has been held in trust 
for the people since the days of 
the Republic. These public rights 
and uses should be preserved for 





travel, public beaches, bathing, 
fishing, recreation and other 
state and public uses (which) are 
now being interfered with and 
threatened by persons who have 
built fences and other obstruc- 
tions across the beaches. Some 
claimants to the public beaches 
are basing their claims on an er- 
roneous interpretation of the 
opinion of the Supreme Court in 
the case of J. W. Luttes et al vs. 
the State of Texas. I have care- 
fully studied all of the opinions 
in this case and find they relate 
solely to the area of land in the 
Laguna Madre. The Luttes case 
did not involve a single acre of 
land fronting on the Gulf or a 
single foot of the beaches which 
are washed by the waves of the 
open sea. It is inconceivable that 
the dicta of that case with re- 
spect to the line of state owner- 
ship on the shores of Laguna Ma- 
dre would be applied to beaches 
along the Gulf which are so 
clearly and frequently washed by 
the surf and waves as to leave 
themselves well defined and 
marked by nature’s’. vegetation 
line as separate and distinct from 
privately owned uplands. There- 
fore, I submit to you as an emer- 
gency matter and urge enactment 
of legislation which will ade- 
quately protect state and public 
rights and uses of the property 
and prevent further obstructions 
and interferences therewith,” 
the Governor’s message read. 





Boycott in Tex-Tan Case 


YOAKUM 

Workers at Tex-Tan tannery 
here have undertaken the boy- 
cott. In a meeting to which they 
summoned members of the com- 
munications workers, the railroad 
brotherhoods, and the limited 
number of other unions who have 
members in the Yoakum area, 
members of Local 103 of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters & 
Butcher Workmen resolved not 
to buy from Yoakum merchants 
who support the Chamber of 
Commerce attitude against the 
union. A committee was named 
to determine what merchants are 
unfriendly to the union. 

Alon K. McCord of Yoakum, 
representative of the union, told 
the meeting of close to 200, held 
in the Legion Hall, that if the 
merchants who support the 
Chamber of Commerce but do 





not agree with hostility toward 
the union would,make it known 
to the committee, the committee 
would pass the word to the union 
members. Meanwhile, the assem- 
bled union members agreed they 
would explore the possibility of 
taking their patronage out of 
Yoakum to other communities 
not too far away. 

Another speaker at the meet- 
ing was Sherman Miles, political 
director of the Texas State AFL- 
CIO, who came to urge the new 
union members to become more 
active politically and to contrib- 
ute voluntary dollars to the Com- 
mittee on Political Education. 

Miles said that a large part of 
any wage increase the union 
members might be able to win 
from Tex-Tan could be taken 
from their paychecks by a sales 
tax. 





Baptists Spend $13 Million 


sv The San Antonio Baptist 

pastor who was trapped by 
telephone “bugs,” microphones, 
and the detective called into 
play by an aggrieved husband, 
and then admitted he had been 
improperly involved with the 
man’s wife, resigned his pastor- 
ship and left the city...The 











The Way of Life 


Houston Council of Churches is 
planning a campaign to close 
stores and sales agencies Sun- 
days...The executive board of 
the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas approved a $12.9 million 
budget for the _ convention’s 
eleven schools, eight hospitals, 
departments of work, and four 
children’s homes. 





Trueman O’Quinn,  conser- 

vative Austin lawyer and a 
collector of O. Henry memorati- 
lia, landed a prize (at $1,100) for 
the University of Texas Library, 
a 47-page, 50-year-old manuscript 
of an O. Henry story, “The Ven- 





turers,” printed in Everybody’s 
magazine in 1909. Working with 
the University’s humanities re- 
search project, O’Quinn flew to 
Memphis to claim the manu- 
script from a salvage firm whose 
clerk had discovered it in an 
old leather trunk. O. Henry lived, 
married, fathered, and started 
writing in Austin; he was con- 
victed of embezzling from an 
Austin bank, after which he was 
a full-time writer. 


*¢ Old By-the-Way, Houston 
Press columnist Carl Victor 
Little, who punctured pomp and 
raised cob with most politi@ians 
who fell under his typewriter’s 
attention, died shortly after writ- 
ing his last column on UP chief 
Hugh Baillie: “And when we go 
to our reward, if any, and meet 
in the Great Beyond, you give 
the assignments and we'll cover 
the waterfronts .... Adieu, Hugh 
Baillie, and we'll see you in Val- 
halla where newspapermen 
surely must run the show.” 
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SENATE BATTERS DANIEL TAX BILL Hostile House 


With the presiding PP ag cast- 
ing the deciding vote, the Senate 
passed a $151 million biennial tax 
bill that stripped from the House 
version $60 million in taxes on 
the long line gas _ transmission 
companies and restitched the 
package with a $63 million sales 
tax on cigarettes. 

The vote came early Thursday 
morning after a pair of last min- 
ute changes concluded one and a 
half days of Senate debate that 
left substantially unchanged the 
state affairs committee substitute 
for the House-passed Daniel pro- 
gram. 

On passage to engrossment, 16- 
14, the no-taxers like Sen. Ru- 
dolph Weinert were voting along- 
side the natural gas-taxers like 
Sen. Doyle Willis. Sen. Dorsey 
Hardeman moved to shut off de- 
bate, and this was ordered done, 
17-13. Sen. Charles Herring, Aus- 
tin, closed for his bill: 

“This is the best compromise 
that can be put together that we 
can get a majority of this body 
to agree on ... Overall and gen- 
erally, from corner to corner, I 
believe we have done the very 
best the Senate is going to be 
able to do .... I think it is a 
good bill, generally speaking. 
Some parts even I would like to 
change.” 


Sen. Henry Gonzalez sought 
recognition to speak. Lt. Gov. 
Ben Ramsey told him, “The pre- 


vious question, senator, cuts off 
all debate. That is the purpose 
of it.” 

On final passage Sen. Jep Ful- 
ler switched from aye to no, ty- 
ing the tally at 15-15. Ramsey im- 
mediately announced, “The chair 
votes aye, making it 16 ayes and 
15 noes. The bill is finally 
passed.” 

Voting aye: Aikin, Baker, Col- 
son, Dies, Hazlewood, Herring, 
Hudson, Lane, Martin, Moffett, 
Owen, Phillips, Reagan, Roberts, 
Smith; and Ramsey. 

Voting no: Bradshaw, Crump, 
Fuller, Fly, Gonzalez, Hardeman, 


Kazen, Krueger, Moore, Park- 
house, Ratliff, Rogers, Weinert, 
Willis, Wood. 


Not voting: Secrest. 

Ramsey turned the chair over 
to a senator and walked out onto 
the floor. A few senators sur- 
rounded him; they were laugh- 
ing, in high humor, evidently be- 
cause a majority of the subcom- 
mittee on the bill—namely, Har- 
deman, Ratliff, and Weinert—had 
voted against its final passage. 


‘A Health Measure’ 


The final Senate bill was 
rounded into shape after efforts 
to restore Daniel’s severance 
beneficiary and franchise taxes 
were decisively beaten down and 
further administration efforts to 
soften the cigarette levy were 
also turned back (See page 5). 

As a gallery full of gas lobby- 
ists looked on from the balcony, 
the: Senate began debate on its 
general tax version Tuesday af- 
ternoon. 

Presenting the committee bill, 
Hardeman said the _ three-cent 
cigarette tax was “a health meas- 
ure. If you want to save yourself 
from cancer, quit smoking—don’t 
pay it.” Hardeman merely de- 
scribed his subcommittee’s action 
in dropping out the Governor’s 
gas and corporation allocation 
tax changes: he did not hold 
forth for them. 

Then came the attempts to 
amend the bill, with Herring of- 
fering the gas and corporation 
tax plans of Daniel and Sen. Bill 
Moore of Bryan tossing in a hop- 
per-full of amendments and com- 
plete substitute tax plans. The 
severance beneficiary tax went 
down, 19-11; the allocation fran- 
chise formula on interstate cor- 
porations perished, 22-9; a reduc- 
tion in the cigarette tax from 


three to one cent was killed, 20- 
11; a one percent manufacturers’ 
tax was throttled, 29-1; and a five 
per cent gas tax to finance a 
teacher pay raise was defeated, 
27-4. (See page 5.) 


After Herring and Moore had 
completed their runs, a handful 
of conservative senators offered 
amendments. Sen. Ray Roberts 
of McKinney tried to reduce the 
1.5 per cent levy on used cars to 
a flat ten per cent. The amend- 


ment was defeated by voice vote. 
Hardeman offered an amend- 


ment deleting telephone compan- 
ies from the 20 per cent increase 
on utilities. He said telephone 
rates were already higher than 
other utilities. In opposition, 
Senator Crawford Martin said 
Senator Aikin had a _ pending 
amendment which would redress 
the balance in regard to small 
rural phone companies. “I will 
support Senator Aikin’s amend- 
ment, because it gives relief 
where it is needed. But Sen. 
Hardeman’s amendment takes 
out the tax on all telephone com- 
panies, big, little, and otherwise,” 





Martin said. The Senate accepted 
the Hardeman amendment by a 
vote of 18-12. 

Sen. Wardlow Lane, seeking “to 
close the smokehouse door and 
prevent them from getting any 
more ham,” moved to strike out 
the tax refund to city transit 
companies. “My heart bleeds for 
Highland Park,” said Lane. The 
amendment was adopted 19-12. 


Sen. George Parkhouse tried to 
divert farm to market funds to 
the general funds and finance the 
rural roads out of the highway 
budget. He said his amendment 
would free $7.3 million annu- 
ally for general expenditures. 
The Senate tabled the amend- 
ment, 28-2, Sen. Jen Fuller of 
Port Arthur joining Parkhouse 
in dissent. 

Sen. Aikin moved to strike the 
$1.7 million tax reduction to sul- 
phur companies. “I don’t believe 
I can walk down the street in 
Paris, Texas and meet my Ford 
dealer and hear him ask me, 
‘why did you put that tax on me 
and take it off sulphur.” The 
amendment iriggered a heated 
debate (page 5), after which the 


Wednesday's debate ended with | 
Senate acceptance of an amend- 
ment by Sen. Bruce Reagan of 
Corpus Christi adding $6.5 
lion to the bill in levies on rad 
TV, and hi-fi parts. 

The next morning the Senate! 
accepted an amendment by 
cutting the tobacco tax by $11.8 
$2.5 


mil- | 


Lane 


million and _ substituting 


million levy on motorboats 


Also incorporated int 
was a $33 levy on beer 
and wine licenses sponsored by 
Sen. Bob Baker of Houston 
Baker said he was doubling the 
package store permit fee and 
tripling fees for beer sale per- 
mits, to “make people a little bit 
more reluctant to violate the 
and discourage people f: get- 
ting into the business 1 shoe- 
string.” The increases 

proved 18-12. 


The Senate bill, a finally 
shaped, contains $110 n 
sales taxes and $41.3 
business taxes. The original Sen- 
ate bill as it emerged fr n 
mittee contained $106 million in 





Senate adopted it, 17-14. 


| Joe Ed 


Sends Tax Bill 
“ To Conference 


AUSTIN 

House reaction to the sweeping 
Senate amendments was predict- 
| able: sales tax-minded represent- 
atives were pleased and the Dan- 
iel coalition was indignant. 

Rep. Bob Hughes of Dallas, one 
of Daniel’s floor leaders, chal- 
| lenged the Senate version when 
it was first reported out of com- 
| mittee: “They have gone too far.” 
| Sponsor of the House bill George 
| Hinson of Mineola called the 
| Senate bill a “monstrosity.” Rep. 
Winfree of Houston ex- 
ploded: “$63 million on cigarettes, 
and $16 million on natural gas, 
'53 percent of which goes outside 
the state of Texas. Why, how in 
| the world could you go home and 
explain that to the people?” Lib- 


n | eral reaction was summed up by 
| Rep. Jamie Clements of Crockett 


who. sighed: “Same old mickey 
| mouse. Keep us here another 30 


sales taxes and $36 millior us- | days.” 
iness taxes. .. @ Against this backdrop, the 
| House wrangled inconclusively 








Hinson Miffed, Warns Tax Defeat: 


AUSTIN 

A subdued George Hinson told 
reporters he “would have worked 
in good faith” and was “disap- 
pointed” in not being named to 
the joint House-Senate confer- 
ence committee to handle the 
general tax bill of which he is 
author. 

Speaker Waggoner Carr ap- 
pointed his tax chairman, Bo 
Ramsey, and Reps. W. T. Oliver, 
George Cook, Don Kennard, and 
Alonzo Jamison. In a conference 
with newsmen immediately after 
the announcement of Carr’s ap- 
pointees, Hinson said, “this is the 
first time I have ever heard of 
when the Speaker has not fol- 
lowed the precedents and put the 
author of a bill, especially one as 
important as this one, on the con- 
ference committee.” 

Omission of Hinson from the 
Speaker’s appointees stirred re- 
sentment among members of 





Daniel’s coalition who had backed 
Hinson’s half business tax, haif 
sales tax package, adding yet an- 
other page to the _ session-long 
duel between Carr and Daniel 
forces over their differing ap- 
proaches to the tax problem. 
Hinson and a group of the Gov- 
ernor’s followers were still talk- 
ing it over in an informal con- 
clave around Hinson’s desk on 
tke House floor an hour after the 
House adjourned Thursday. 

In his conference with news- 
men, Hinson said he would be 
“badly surprised” if the House 
accepted the conference report in 
view of who (Lt. Gov. Ben) Ram- 
sey appointed to write the bill.” 
He said he could foresee House 
acceptance “only if the conferees 
bring the Senate bill more closely 
in line with House Bill 7. I dis- 
pute the argument they’re mak- 
ing that the House bill taxes the 
‘same old horses.’ Our bill taxed 


the long line gas 


back on the producers. They’re 
the ones putting it or e same 
old horses. Its the same _ thing 
with the franchise tax. We tried 
to put it on the interstate corpor- 
ations because the present tax 
structure discriminates against 
Texas corporations but Sen- 
ate in its bill continues to raise] 
the levy on the 33,000 in-state 
corporations and not t on 
the 7,000 out-of-siat corpora- 
tions,” Hinson said. 

Ironically, there wa pecula- 
tion among some House observ- 
ers that Hinson was left off the 
conference committee ind two] 
liberals—Kennard and Jamison— 
were put on because Hinson was 
more adamant about sever- 
ance beneficiary tax and ould 


be harder to deal with in confer- 
ence committee on that issue 








Speaker's Race Has Five Hopefuls 


AUSTIN 

The 1961 race for Speaker of 
the Texas House now includes 
five candidates. Reps. Frank Mc- 
Gregor, Waco, and James Tur- 
man, Gober, were announced this 
week, and the other candidates 
are Reps. Wade Spilman, Ben 
Glusing, DeWitt Hale, all South 
Texans. Four supporters of Tur- 
man identified him as “a moder- 
ate-conservative” from Northeast 
Texas. The liberal bloc in general 
remains unpledged. 


Rep. Dean Johnston lost his 








HENRY’S DITTY 


AUSTIN 


Sen. Henry B. Gonzalez of 
San Antonio, who is wont to 
quote a poet now and again 
when debate dries up in dusty 
dependent clauses, ambled up 
to the press table during the 
Senate tax debate and deliv- 
ered himself, to an Observer 
reporter, of this composition: 
“Higgledy-piggledy, my little 

white hen, 

She only lays for gentlemen, 

I can’t persuade her with 

pistol or lariat 

To come across for the pro- 

letariat.” 














second try to persuade the House 
to approve pending congressional 
legislation to let teachers who 
want it take social security whe- 
ther a majority in a given school 
unit vote for it or not. The vote 
this time was 68-62 against his 
proposal. It lost in the regular 
session 46-45. 


The House _ overwhelmingly 
passed a resolution urging the 
U.S. Department of Labor to re- 
quire farmers to ascertain only 
that domestic migrant workers 
are not available in Texas before 
hiring bracero labor from Mexico. 
Proposed federal rules _ specify 
farmers will have to ascertain 
that workers are not available 
anywhere west of the Mississippi. 
Rep. Bob Wheeler opposed the 
resolution on behalf, he ex- 
plained, of domestic migratory 
workers. 


The House rules committee put 
off an effort by Rep. Charles 
Hughes to obtain a rules change 
to permit bills to be switched 
from unfriendly to friendly com- 
mittees by simple majority vote. 
(The procedure is most difficult 
now.) Hughes hopes to run with 
his change anyway. 
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Speaker Waggoner said | 
in Lubbock he will ask Gov. Dan- 
iel to open up the legislature for 


consideration of a Little Hoover 
Commission for stats 
Rep. W. T. Oliver said he'll ask 
Daniel to let the legislature con- 


onomy. 


sider financing a complete and 
adequate program of education. 

A bill to require reporting of 
solons’ cost-free airplane rides 
was sent to House state affairs 
subcommittee. 

Young Democratic Clubs of 
Texas in executive committee re- 


solved against a general sales tax 
and opposed tire college fee 


in- 


FRIDAY BULLETIN 


As the House-Senate 
mittee went into secret sessions, 
the Observer received word that 
the seven-member majority for 
accepting the Senate’s sales tax- 
weighted version were arguing 
with the liberals’ minority of 
three that to fail to agree would 
be to play into the hands of the 





tax com- 


Sion | on why 
companies for the first time and | 
they knocked it out and put it} 


| about how to respond to the Sen- 

ate bill. First, Sam Bass proposed 
|not printing the Senate amend- 
|ments. This led to disquisitions 
the representatives 
should read the Senate measure 
before acting on it. With the coa- 
| litions going to mush, the motion 
failed to muster the necessary 
two-thirds vote. 

Behind this decision lay the 
fact that some House members 
were dissatisfied with a confer- 
|} ence they had had with Speaker 
|Ca before this session. “He did- 
n’t say anything we wanted to 
hear,” one of them said. They 
were in effect trying to stall him 
off in hopes he would make some 
| concession in advance on his con- 
| ference committee. Carr was put 
off by the defeat of the Bass ac- 
| tion, saying “As far as the chair 
| is concerned you've just decided 
| not to work on the bill today.” 
| Rep. Bill Woolsey, Corpus 
| Christi, proposed refusing to ac- 
cept the Senate’s revisions in 
| H. B. 7 and moving fcr a confer- 
/ence committee. Rep. Jerry Sad- 
| ler, Percilla, said, “I want to see 
| what it is before I turn it over to 
somebody else.” But Sponsor 
| somebody else.’”” But Hinson said 
| he supported Woolsey. 

Rep. Bob Wheeler, Tilden lib- 
|eral, brought the play into the 
open, saying over the mike, “the 
| conference committee might be 
about as representative of the 
feeling of the House as the rev- 
enue and tax committee, might- 
n't it?” The named committee is 
ultra-conservative. “You don't 
think if we just sat here and 
voted with Mr. Sadler, somebody 
else might yield?’’ Wheeler asked 
as Carr flushed and looked out 
across the House chamber. 

Rep. Herman Yezak, Bremond, 
told Hinson, “Do you buy a horse 
blindfolded?” 

Rep. Tony Fenoglio, Nocona, 
asked Hinson what percentage of 
the Senate bill was “direct sales 
tax.” Hinson replied 82 percent, 
with 18 percent corporation and 
natural resources taxes. 

By 101-40 the House rejected 
the Senate version and asked for 
a conference. Most of the no 
votes were from the liberals. Rep. 
Sadler proposed telling the House 
conferees to accept only the 
House’s H. B. 7: “I wanta kill 
the whole bloomin’ thing,” he 
said. 

Rep. Bill Kilgarlin§ asked, 
“Would a motion be in order to 








general sales tax forces in a sec- 
ond special session. 

The general sales tax got only 
23 votes in the House in the regu- 
lar session. 


prohibit the gas lobby from in- 
structing the conference commit- 
tee?” 

The House refused Sadler’s mo- 
tion. 











Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art.—JEFFERSON 





The Carpethag . 


Two-thirds of the Texas Senate 
and the presiding officer, Lt. Gov. 
Ben Ramsey, are committed to pref- 
erential tax treatment for out-of- 
state, non-Texas corporations over 
not only Texas consumers who would 
have to pay 75 percent of the Sen- 
ate’s tax bill, but also over Texas 
companies. The Texas Senate is 
really the anti-Texas Big Business 
Senate, a haven for political carpet- 
baggers for the Eastern corporations. 

Even in the gas tax increase they 
favored, the Senate carpetbaggers 
slugged their own constituents—pro- 
ducers and royalty owners—rather 
than tax severance beneficiaries of 
natural gas contracts, most of whom 
are non-Texans! 

In refusing to gather in $24 mil- 


lion by requiring out-of-state corpor- 
ations to pay a fair share of the 
state’s franchise tax, the Senate car- 
petbaggers actually voted to increase 
the franchise tax paid mostly by 
Texas companies $21 million! 

Compared to that crowd Gov. Dan- 
iel, tragically soft-minded on sales 
taxes, at least favors a fair deal for 
Texas companies in his tax policies 
toward business. 

In an era of much change and prog- 
ress hereabouts, the domination of 
the Texas Senate by this brigade of 
Eastern brigands is an unspeakable 
affront to the people of Texas. For 
the guidance of the natives who want 
to end Standard Oil’s reconstruction 
in Texas, we name names in the edi- 
torial below. 


he Carpetbaggers 


When they ask their Texas constit- 
uents to re-elect them, 19 of the 31 
Texas senators might as well turn to 
Madison Avenue for their slogans, as 
they have turned to Wall Street for 
their instructions, in their effort to 
‘ explain why they freed the absentee 
owners of Texas wealth from con- 
tributing more than token payments 
to the state. 

Thirteen of them went on record 
before their voters as opposed to a 
tax on the long-line interstate gas 
transmission companies (and in favor 
of an increase on Texas gas produc- 
ers) while they also voted for the 
$63 million sales tax increase on cig- 
arettes to raise each pack to about 35 
cents. This was a clear choice between 
the major oil and gas companies and 
the people of Texas. The 13 who 
danced to the finger-snapping of the 
oil magnates are Baker, Dies, Ful- 
ler, Hardeman, Hazlewood, Hudson, 
Krueger, Lane, Phillips, Ratliff, Rea- 
gan, Smith, and Weinert. 

All of these 13 but Dies also voted 
against Gov. Daniel’s increase in the 
franchise tax on interstate corpora- 
tions (and therefore in effect for 
raising the same amount of money 
from higher franchise taxes paid 
mostly by Texas companies). Six 
more senators voted against Daniel’s 
franchise and gas taxes but missed a 
100 percent voting record against 
their own constituents only because 
they also voted against the cigarette 
tax (most of them for the wrong, 


ood 


We commend Gov. Daniel for his 
message opening the session to Rep. 
Eckhardt’s bill.to preserve public ac- 
cess to the beaches—already being 
fenced in by many greedy landowners 
—and trust this is one issue so un- 
derstandable to the people, even the 
Senate will act to preserve their 
rights. 

Although some of the concessions 
exacted have about them the unsav- 
ory cloud of grabbing land specula- 
tors’ profits, we are gratified that the 
House has approved a national park 
on Padre Island and assume, now 
that the special interests are taken 
care of, that the Senate will also as- 





anti-state services reason). 


They are 
Fly, Parkhouse, Crump, Bradshaw, 
Wood, and Kazen 

Only Dies mixed his record, voting 
for the interstate franchise formula, 
but also for the cigarette tax and 
against the Daniel gas tax. A shaky 
record but not as clearly against his 
own voters as the others 

For the 18: all any one of them 
needs (unless he repairs his record in 
another special session) is a strong, 
straight-talking opponent to discharge 
him from the service of the Texas 
constituents he has sold out. 


Thichy 


We are not unreasonable about pol- 
iticians, we do not expect them to be 
sincere all the time; but on the major 
issues, perhaps? We try to be cynical, 
but they make it so hard. Five of the 
senators on the “team” (the Stand- 
ard-shoed in New Jersey, Chase-har- 
nessed in Wall Street, lobby-driven- 
to-Texas team) wrote the gut-Texas 
tax bill in a subcommittee and recom- 
mended that it be passed. On the floor 
they voted to protect it from amend- 
ments in the interest of Texas people 
and companies. But on final passage, 
three of the five—Hardeman, Wein- 
ert, and Ratliff—voted to dump their 
own imported cargo! Of course it 
passed the Senate without their votes. 
Keep the peasants confused, vou 


know. 
Vleat 


Sen. Wardlow Lane, Center, is an 
interesting man. In the old populist 
tradition this week he fist-shook a 
proposed city bus company tax rebate 
out of the Senate’s tax bill. “A brazen 
attempt to rob the tills of the highway 
department!” he exclaimed. “We 
need money for school teachers, for 
the old folks—what brazen nerve!” 
So the Senate deleted the bus refund, 
restoring half a million a year to the 
state’s income. 

Within the same hour Lane voted 
in favor of the half a million dollar 
reduction in the sulphur companies’ 
tax. His friend the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor ought not schedule such votes 
so close together. 
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Bartlett Appears Exciusively in the Texas Observer 





Unfair to Texas 


AUSTIN 
As the legislature decides, Monday 
and Tuesday, whether to raise the 
sales tax on cigarette smokers—that 
is, a huge portion of the state’s con- 
sumers—and let off the long line gas 
companies, they might reflect on this 


El Paso Herald- Post editorial: 
“Wake Up, People!” 
éé 


Take a look at some of the figures 
from the latest report of the State 
Comptroller for the first nine months 
of the fiscal year ended May 31: 

Tax on natural gas worth $501,- 
578,141 was $35,688,747. 

Tax on cigarets worth $91,821,218 
was $37,459,556. 

Yes, a bigger tax on cigarets 
smoked in Texas than on natural gas, 
two-thirds of which was burned out- 


side of Texas. The taxes are 7 per 
cent on gas, 41 per cent on cigarets. 

Tax on 735,708,213 barrels of 
crude oil worth $2,239,689,562 (that’s 
billions) was $103,855,173, or 4.6 per 
cent. Tax on 2,624,332 gallons of gas- 
oline was $131,216,600, or 30 per 
cent. 

Gasoline used in Texas, and taxed 
five cents a gallon by the State, was 
obtained from 131,218,600 barrels of 
crude. Upwards of 600 million bar- 
rels went out of the State. 

With the taxes like those which 
favor New Yorkers, for instance, 
over Texans no man can sit in the 
Legislature and not know they are 
wrong. 

Why do they permit taxes that are 
unfair to Texas? Why are they un- 
fair to their constituents ? 99 


Causes of Illegitimacy 


AUSTIN 
We find unusually convincing ob- 
servations in the San Antonio News 
against the House cut in aid to de- 
pendent children from $4 million to 
$1 million. Observing that the pre- 
vailing argument was that the pro- 


gram “encourages the propagation of 
illegitimate children,” the News ob- 
served : 


“We don’t profess to know all the 
motives behind illegitimacy. But we 
hardly think expectation of aid is one 
of the more compellng ones. 

“Something other than denying 
food to babies who had nothing to do 
with their own conception is neces- 
sary to effectively discourage illegiti- 





“Nobody Ever’ Got Hit by a Planet” 





mancy. Once the babies are brought 
into this world, regardless of the cir- 
cumstances, they should be cared for. 


“Another ridiculous aspect of the 
bill is that it would permit aid for 
only one illegitimate child per mother. 
This is supposed to stop the mother 
from having more. Does anyone think 
it would?” 

The funds must be restored. It 
would be fantastic if the legislators 
were to deny food and clothing to 
needy babies who already have a 
strike against them to avoid taxing 
Tennessee Gas and Alcoa Aluminum. 


Mag-nificent 

AUSTIN 
An independent oilman in 
Austin, marveling that the gas 
pipeline lobby persuaded both the 
House and Senate tax commit- 
tees to bypass gas pipeline com- 
panies and tax Texas producers 
and royalty owners directly, was 
moved to describe the situation 

for Observer readers: 


“The United victory over gas pipe- 
line taxes in the Mag-nificent Lone 
Star state truly Phillips us with Sin- 
clair admiration, and from Texas 
Eastward Interstate through Tennes- 
see and the whole Transcontinental 
we see a Humble dedication to find- 
ing out Howsley we can narrow fur- 
ther the Gulf between industry seg- 
raents and turn the entire Mid-Con- 
tinent into a Natural shrine to Peo- 
ple’s determination to remain free 
from Standard equality and trust.” 


Sw eAeetedgeetetPenaefetwmemes A Se AllClUrTtl A lle. Ue 
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Moore Tries, Tries 
Tries, Finally Quits 


AUSTIN 
Aside from sponsor Sen. Herr- 
ing’s efforts to restore the busi- 
ness taxes cut out of the general 
tax bill, the only broad assault on 
the Senate bill came from Sen- 
ator Bill Moore. The Bryan Sen- 
ator offered sweeping amend- 
ments, complete substitute bills, 
and on the final day was pre- 
paired to filibuster but was cut 
off when the Senate moved the 
“previous question” and passed 
the bill. 


Speaking seriously at first, and 
then with humor as his amend- 
ments were decisively rejected, 
Moore advised the Senate, “Our 
whole theory of taxation has got 
to be revised.” His proposal for a 
one per cent manufacturer’s gross 
receipts tax, similar to the house 
bill introduced by Rep. Jerry 
Sadler, was killed by a Senate 
voice vote. 


Moore then offered a combina- 
tion general sales tax, individual 
income tax, and corporate in- 
come tax similar to the House 
bill sponsored by Rep. Louis An- 
derson of Midland. Moore said 
the three broad levies would pro- 
duce $400 million for the bien- 
nium. “If you adopt this amend- 
ment,” he told the Senate, “we'll 
have the finest schools in the na- 
tion. It hits the rich, hits the poor 
and hits the income. Who are we 
kidding when we say a cigarette 
tax of $63 million is not a sales 
tax? Who’s the Governor kidding 
when he says he’s against sales 
taxes and then favors selective 
sales taxes, mostly on sin—tobac- 
co and liquor?” On a record vote, 
Moore got one vote, his own, as 
29 Senators voted against it. 


He then offered an amendment 
cutting the cigarette increase 
from three cents per pack to one 
cent, deleting $42 million in sales 
taxes from the bill. 

When senators objected he was 
cutting too much revenue out of 
the bill, Moore said, “This bill 
will not raise anything like $150 
million now. They’ve got (Comp- 
troller) Calvert down there bam- 
boozled and muzzled and he 
won't say publicly how much it 
will raise.” The deduction in the 





cigarette tax increase was tabled 
by a vote of 20-11. 


After the noon recess, Moore 
came back with a five percent 
severance beneficiary tax tied to 
a teacher pay raise. He said the 
amendment would produce $30 
million from the long line gas 
companies for the _ available 
school fund. “If this five per cent 
won't get the teachers the raise 
they need, let’s raise it to 15 per 
cent, 20 per cent, whatever we 
need. Let’s put it on them.” 


“This amendment of mine,” he 
said, “may not finance all of the 
Hale-Aikin school programs, but 
it will finance what I am told by 
the teachers is the most import- 
ant part—the teacher pay raise. 


“This goes along with my whole 
theory of taxation—get it from 
them that’s got it. This Senate 
bill is filled with sales tax, chew- 
ing tobacco for instance which 
old age pensioners use. I know 
the gas lobby opposed this sever- 
ance beneficiary tax earlier be- 
cause they didn’t know where the 
money was going, just going to 
pour into general revenue. But 
under my amendment, it goes to 
the available school fund, for the 
school teachers, and, understand- 
ing that, I’m sure the gas lobby 
will approve this amendment. 
But I haven’t discussed this with 
the gas lobby; in fact I don’t have 
their permission to introduce this 
amendment.” 


Moore tried to convince his col- 
leagues a teacher pay raise was a 
good thing. “In the called session 
in 1953, when the teacher pay 
raise came up, I sent a letter to 
all the teachers in my district, 
telling them I couldn't answer 
their correspondence because I 
was so busy working on a teacher 
pay raise. After we passed the 
bill, I followed with another let- 
ter announcing for reelection.” 

Whereupon the senator from 
Bryan called for a record vote on 
his amendment. It was defeated, 
27 to 3, with Senators Herring 
and Willis joining Moore in dis- 
sent. “A voice vote will be all 
right next time,” Moore said, re- 
tiring from the fray. 





Sulphur Cut Beaten 


AUSTIN 


Should the State of Texas grant 
an $800,000 tax reduction to the 
sulphur industry by cutting the 
levy from $1.40 per ton to $1.03? 
The Observer recorded these Sen- 
atorial reactions: 

Sen. Culp Krueger, El Campo: 
“The facts show that if we re- 
duce the tax and increase the 
competitive position of Texas sul- 
phur, we'll actually derive more 
revenue from the increased pro- 
duction than we're getting from 
the present rate. Our taxes have 
priced Texas sulphur out of the 
world market, and our state rev- 
enues from the declining produc- 
tion has dropped from $5.8 mil- 
lion in 1956 to $46 million in 
1958. I have a_ statement here 
from the Comptroller—I know 
you all respect the Comptroller— 
to the effect that this reduction 
will actually bring $24,000 more 
into the treasury because of in- 
creased production.” 

Sen. Martin Dies, Lufkin: “If 
I understand Sen. Krueger’s ar- 
gument, we're going about this 
all wrong—we're raising taxes. 
What we should be doing is re- 
ducing taxes on all these items so 
we can get more money.” 

Sen. Frank Owen, El Paso: “By 
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Sen. Krueger’s figures, we would 
have to produce five million 
more tons of sulphur under the 
reduced tax rate to get the same 
revenue we're getting now. That 
is more sulphur than has ever 
been produced in the state. Texas 
Gulf Sulphur is not a sick indus- 
try; they made $14 million last 
year.” 


Krueger: “But as Senator Hud- 
son always says, it’s not the pro- 
fit that counts but the income 
with respect to capital.” 

Sen. Hubert Hudson: “Since 
you mentioned my name, Sena- 
tor, may I say that of the leading 
250 American corporations, the 
greatest return on investment for 
the past 15 years has been that 
achieved by Texas Gulf Sulphur.” 

Sen. Henry Gonzalez: “I got 
from the library the financial 
analysis of the sulphur industry 
by Standard and Poor. Listen to 
what they say: ‘Texas Gulf Sul- 
phur is the world leader ... after 
taxes, netted $133 million ... 
long range forecast good. Compe- 
tition increasing but the company 
is moving to meet this by exten- 
sion of its operations to Canada 
and Mexico.’ I thought the Sen- 
ate ought to have this informa- 
tion before we vote. Either we 
are consistent and cut out these 
rebates and coneentrate on rais- 


DANIEL GAS TAX KILLED 


AUSTIN 

Senate debate on the natural 
gas tax began as Sen. Herring of- 
fered an amendment adding a 
one percent severance beneficiary 
tax to the eight percent produc- 
tion tax in the Senate substitute. 
Herring, noting that the commit- 
tee boost in the production tax 
represented a 14 per cent in- 
crease in existing levies, said, 
“everything else in this bill is 
raised 20 to 40 per cent except 
natural gas. I wonder if we can 
raise natural gas as much as cig- 
arettes?” 

Sen. Hubert Hudson of Browns- 
ville said he thought Texas has 
reached the point at which nat- 
ural gas cannot be taxed any 


The 
Senate 
Debates 


more. Sen. Jimmy Phillips of An- 
gleton added, “This $86 million 
on tobacco wouldn't result in any 
unemployment in Texas like a 
tax on natural gas would,”’ bring- 
ing from Herring the reply he 
didn’t think the Texas natural 
gas industry would “go out of 
business because of a one per 
cent tax on the long line gas com- 
panies.” 

Sen. Grady Hazlewood of Am- 
arillo also spoke against the tax. 
“When I first ran for the Senate 

















in 1940, I was as big a demagogue | about 


as the next fellow. I thought that | 
Texas Gulf Sulphur was the big- | 
gest monster in the state. It was| 
popular and I got elected. Some| 
folks said I sounded a little pink | 
but they thought I'd do all right} 
when I settled down. Now I’ve 
been here a long time and I’ve 
seen it happen — new fell 
come down here and want to} 
make a record and they pass a 
tax on natural resources. Time 
passes, they leave, 
ones come, and it is taxed again 
More time passes, mors 
Listen, this ole horse can’t 
den any more.” 


IWS 


other new 


Louisiana?” asked Dies. 
“Louisiana is a little higher,” Ha- 
zliewood said, “but remember, 
that’s where the district court 
just the other day declared their 
tax unconstitutional. Now, I’ve 
heard a lot of talk against the gas 


|industry for fighting the Texas 
| gas gathering tax in the courts 


and not fighting Louisiana’s. 
Well, they didn’t fight that Louis- 
iana tax because they were afraid 
of that Long administration.” 
Turning to Hazlewood, Herring 


| asked, “Isn’t it a fact that Louis- 


Sen. William Fly also opposed | 
the gas tax. “You know what the 
play is here,” he said They 
want to put on one per cent this 


time, a little one per cer 
ance beneficiary tax. Next time 
they’ll raise the product tax a 
little and raise 
beneficiary tax a little. Did you 
hear the testimony by the 


. 
the severance 


from my district who said his 
company had a $45 million ex- 
pansion plan to employ 400 men 
if—if—we had a favorable busi- 
ness climate?” Agreeing, Hazle- 
wood said “We can get it from a 


sales tax like they do 
York, in Michigan and | 
do in that ole Proxmire state of 
Wisconsin.” 

Sen. Martin Dies of Lufkin 
asked for the comparative 


on taxation in Texas the 
other gas producing states. Ha- 
zlewood said’ the Oklahoma tax 
was five per cent, below the 
Texas rate, and read ma her 


states with lower rates How 


iana has levied a 2.3 cents—cents 
not per cent—a 2.3 cents per thou- 
sand cubic feet tax while waiting 
this constitutionality test of their 
gas gathering tax? Isn't that a 


| fact, senator? When the gas com- 
panies finally challenged that 
Louisiana tax after all these 


years, isn’t it a fact that the Gov- 
ernor called the legislature into 
special session and slapped that 
2.3 cent tax on them?” 

Hudson rejoined, “I’m not go- 
ing to sit here and vote industry 
out of my district just because 
the House passed some bill.” 

“You are so right,” said Hazle- 
wood, moving to table the Her- 
ring amendment. The motion to 
table prevailed, 19-11, killing the 
severance beneficiary tax. The 
eleven senators voting not to ta- 
ble were: Herring, Aikin of Paris, 
Colson of Navasota, Gonzalez of 
San Antonio, Martin of Hillsboro, 


| Moore of Bryan, Owen of El Pas: 


Roberts of McKinney, Rogers of 
Childress, Moffett of Chillicothe, 
and Willis of Fort Worth. All 
others voted to kill the tax ex- 
cept Secrest, who was absent. 








INTERSTATE FIRMS WIN 


AUSTIN 

With the statement, “It is my 
view the interstate corporations 
who do business in Texas should 
pay something,” Austin Sen. 
Herring opened Senate debate on 
the franchise tax formula on in- 
terstate corporations. The alloca- 
tion formula, an integral part of 
the Daniel-Hinson tax package 
which passed the House, was de- 
leted by the Senate state affairs 
committee. Herring offered an 
amendment to the Senate substi- 
tute putting the corporate levy 
back in the bill. 

Herring said he was “not out to 
get anybody, or to overtax any- 
body. But I hold the simple be- 
lief that if a corporation manu- 
factures something in Texas and 
sells all of its products outside of 
Texas, they ought to pay some- 
thing to the state government. 
The present franchise law dis- 
criminates against Texas com- 
panies and in favor of interstate 
companies. The Senate bill now 
before us increases that discrim- 
ination by an across the board 
increase in the rate from $2.25 to 
$2.75 per thousand. My amend- 
ment leaves the rate at $2.25 but 
removes the _ discriminations 
against companies that sell in 
Texas, It deletes $21 million and 
adds $24 million,” Herring said. 





ing money for the state or we 
should open the door to all in- 
dustries who have declining busi- 
ness. As it is, we’re just turning 
this over to caprice and whim— 
whichever industry has the best 
representation in the legislative 
halls gets excluded from tax 
bills.” 

The Senate, by a vote of 17-14, 
rejected any tax cuts for sulphur. 
This decision either (1) helped 
the state by $1,780,000, as esti- 
mated by the Comptroller, or (2) 
cost the state $24,000 a year, as 
contained in the revised Comp- 
troller’s report qudted by Sen. 
Krueger in his arguments for the 





By broadening the franchise 


tax to include corporations based 
in Texas but selling exclusively 
outside the state, Herring’s 
amendment enclosed within the 
franchise umbrella the long line 


gas transmission companies that 
sell little or no gas in Texas and 
thus pay no tax. “I just don’t 


pears you are bleeding for the 


very biggest people. When did 
you change?” Herring pounded 
his desk one more time, turned, 
smiled pleasantly t Senate, 
and sat down as Senate 
roared. 

Sen. Bob Baker of Houston 
raised the issue of business taxes 
stopping industry from coming 
into the state. Herring replied in- 
dustries came to Houston because 
of the location, proximity to nat- 


ural gas, sulphur, and water, the 
labor market and presence of re- 
“Taxes 


lated industries. are one 
of the factors, certainly, but I 
don‘t believe in my heart that 


this franchise tax is going to stop 
anybody from coming to Texas. I 





reduction. 


Phillips rose again; “I have a 
little company in my district that 
employs 600 people. I have a let- 
ter from them saying that this 
tax would raise their taxes 340 
per cent and would penalize them 
to such an extent that they could 





| 
| 


| 
; 


not make it. It is the Imperial 
Sugar Company and they market 
90 per cent cf their production 
here in Texas. They have compe- 
tition from companies in Utah 
and Idaho who ship sugar right 
here into Texas. Imperial Sugar 


| only has 67 per cent of the Texas 


market because of this competi- 
tion. Texas has the fourth highest 


|franchise tax in thig land. You 


|are going to penalize every cor- 





| 


think we ought to treat interstate 
corporations any differently than 
we treat our own Texas mpan- | 
ies,” he said. 

Sen. Jimmy Phillips of Angle- 
ton rose for a heated rejoinder 
In his. shouting, desk-pounding 
manner, Phillips said, “One wit- 
ness appeared before the commit- 
tee and said this increase would 
amount to 673 per cent on his 
plant. Another company 300 per 
cent.” Shaking his fist Her- 
ring, Phillips roared ‘These 
companies are IN Texas, Senator. 
This tax is untenable and unbear- 
able.” 

Herring replied to Phillips by 
mimicking his style. Raising his 
voice and pounding on the desk, 
Herring said, “I don’t understand 
Senator. You're always talking 
about the little people eeding 
red blood on this green carpet 
about the little people, now it ap- 








just don’t believe it,” Herring 
said. ’ 


- 


poration with capital investment 
in Texas.” 


Sen, Frank Owens of El Paso 
asked Phillips, “If you are for 
Texas business, why are you in 
favor of raising this franchise tax 
from $2.25 to $2.75?” Herring 


| added that Texas franchise taxes 


appeared high because the state 
had no corporate net income tax. 
“All I'm asking you to do is to 
treat the interstate corporations 
just half as bad as you treat our 
own Texas companies. If you 
want to penalize the little corpor- 
ation which does. business in 
Texas—in Lufkin, Senator Dies— 
then you vote to table my amend- 
ment. If you want interstate cor- 
porations to pay part of the bur- 
den of the state’s government— 
not all, just 50 per cent as much 
as Texas corporations do—then 
you vote for my bill and against 


the motion to table,” Herring 
concluded. 
Phillips’s motion to table pre- 


vailed 22-9, killing the Herring 
amendment. The nine senators 
voting for the franchise levy 
were: Herring, Aikin of Paris, 
Colson of Navasota, Dies of Luf- 
kin, Gonzalez of San Antonio, 
Martin of Hillsboro, Moore of 
Bryan, Rogers of Childress, and 
Willis of Fort Worth. All other 
senators voted against it L. G. 











H.B. 158 &L. B. J. 


Sir: In the May 30th Observer 
it is reported that the majority 
leader of the United States Sen- 
ate is under the mistaken 


ly of Senator Yarborough’s Aus- 
tin staff and now with the U. S. 
Army, was the author of the 
resolution recently adopted by 
the Young Democrats of Texas 
state convention concerning the 
majority leader. You will recall 
that this resolution merely called 
for a return to democracy in the 
United States Senate and asked 
the Democratic majority leader 
to pay some heed to the 1956 
Democratic Party platform 
well as legislative suggestions by 
the Democratic Advisory Coun- 
cil 


Obviously the majority leader | 


missed reading all of the Texas 
daily papers and 
account of the Y. D. convention 
naming the true author, so I wish 
to step forward once again and 
proclaim to the world as well as 
the majority leader that I wrote 
resolution in my own old 
handwriting. This is 


this 


scrawly” 


significant since some forces op- | 


posing the resolution kidnapped 


the original handwritten copy af- | 


ter it had passed the resolutions 


committee, thinking I did not 
have another copy, but fortu- 
nately I had retained one for| 


ust such an emergency. 


I certainly must 
credit to Dave Shapiro and to the 
many other Young Democrats 
who worked so diligently for the 
resolution’s passage despite the 
threats and pressures brought by 
henchmen of the majority 


local 
leader, but I must accept with 
modest pride full responsibility 


for authoring this “blow for de- 


mocracy.” 


Speaking of resolutions, I also 
had the privilege of writing the 
resolution concerning the infam- 
cus House Bill 158 that was 


adopted by the recent third an-| Sen. Johnson to understand, as/| 


nual Democrats of Texas conven- 
tion. In accepting the kudos or 
blame for this masterpiece I must 


im- | 
pression that Dave Shapiro, late- | 


the Observer 


give proper | 





also give credit to three of the 
legislature's most distinguished 
members as well as numerous 
other helpful patrons of that 
lovely little refreshment spot 
across the street from the Ste- 
phen F. Austin hotel 

To the dismay of some of our 
stalwart band, this D.O.T. resolu- 





|leader by name. However, I feel 
|; that it left no doubt that it was 
| directed not only at the numer- 
ous errors and inequities of H. B. 
| 158, but also at the ruthless and 
| tyrannical tactics employed by 
| the unregistered lobbyist and the 
majority leader, whom the bill 
| personally benefited to the ex- 
clusion of eight million other 
| Texans. My sincere belief is that 
you cannot separate H. B. 158 and 
|L. B. J. Any criticism of 158 is 
necessarily criticism of L. B 

| and this is the way I intended my 
| resolution . 


Thanks to you and your staff 


for the only newspaper in Texas | 


worth reading cover to cover. 

Jack Matthews, Secretary, Har- | 
| ris County Democratic executive | 
| committee 2703 Main St., Hous- | 
| ton 


| ° 
‘Shapiro Also Replies 
Sirs: Senator Johnson, let me 
| assure his letter-writing friend, 
| has reason to rejoice because I 
| didn’t write a resolution in his| 
| honor 
I should also like to point out | 
that the Young Demos’ conven- | 
tion was on a Friday night, a Sat- | 
|urday, and a Sunday. I don't 
| work for anyone on weekends. 
| Weekends are my own leisure 
| time. This may be difficult for 
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he made a speech in Central 
Texas about a year or so ago in 
which he attacked the 40 hour 
week. 

Pvt. Dave Shapiro, US 54215987, 
Co. D, 2nd Bn, 3rd Tng. Regt. 
Basic, Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. 

(In his accompanying demand 
that his letter be published, Sha- 


&S | tion did not mention the majority | piro said, “Hell, Lyndon is on the 


Senate armed services committee, 
and he just might vote to abolish 
the draft when he reads my let- 
ter.” —Ed.) 
‘Quoted 

Sirs: I am pleased to tell you 
that seemingly your editorials 
are more frequently quoted by 
Suburban Editor Jack Nunnery 
of Star Telegram, Fort Worth, 
than any other liberal paper, 
which reflects a lot of credit on 
your publication. 

M. M. Johnson, 1419 So. Tyler, 
Dallas. 


Books for Gatesville 





| 





please. After reading about the 
trip you and Rep. Don Kennard 
made to Gatesville, the fact that 
stuck out to me was, no books, 
so I got in touch with the chair- 
man of our Council of Jewish 
Women’s Book Fair and put in 
my bid for suitable leftovers. 
Anyway, I now have under my 
piano three large cartons of 
books which the county probation 
officer is going to haul down for 
us on his next trip. The power 
of your press! 


Mrs. Jessie L. Baker, 1720 Clo- 
ver Lane, Fort Worth 7, Texas. 


W. O. W. 


Sirs: As citizenship chairman 
of our local and a member of the 
citizenship committee of our 
county home demonstration clubs 
I depend so much on information 
from the Texas Observer to tell 
the club women in my reports. 


demonstration women are alert 
and are keeping up with their 
actions. If we all voted for the 
same candidate we could put 
anyone in—or out—of office as 
we so choose, as we are 33,000 
strong in Texas. We are a mem- 
ber of the National H. D. Assn. 
and we are all a part of an organ- 
ization known as The Women of 
the World. There is no way on 
earth to measure the power of 
our influence. 

Mrs. Roberta Farris, Voss, Tex. 


‘Desire to Hurt’ 


Sirs: Lincoln Steffens will stir 
restlessly in his grave at your 
feeble effort to make muck of the 


perfectly legitimate transaction 
between Bill Blakley and Joe 
Kilgore. Such journalistic dude 


make the “voice of liberalism” 
seem to have little to talk about. 
I believe you could have found 
more for the front page right 
there in Austin. 

If you went all the way to 
Washington and found no more 
than that to write home about I 
am convinced that an overzealous 
desire to hurt may well be more 
corrupting than a mere bundle of 





It might be well for some of our 


Sirs: Permit me to crow a bit,! legislators to know that the home | Shook Ave., Dallas. 





An Orderly Rock Bottom 


THE SMILE AT THE FOOT 
OF THE LADDER, by Henry 
Miller, New Directions, $2.25. 


HOUSTON 

In 1941, after returning from 
Europe, and before settling down 
in California, Henry Miller took 
a trip around the United States 
with his friend, the French art- 
ist Abraham Rattner. During the 
course of this trip he met Fer- 
nand Leger, who asked him to 
| write a text to accompany his 
drawings and paintings of some 
clowns. 
| This he did. He wrote a story 
| in surrealistic style of a French 
| clown who has become famous 
| oor the ecstatic smile he wears 
E the ring as he sits at the 


bottom of a ladder contemplating 
the moon at the top. This clown, 
| Auguste, feels that he assumes 
| identity only when he enters the 
| arena, and for that reason he sets 
out to find out just who is the 
| man beneath the mask. Through 
| a series of tragedies and dreams, 
he discovers that he and the 
clown are one and the same per- 
} son. With that staggering truth 
facing him, he dies, in obscure 
and mysterious fashion, with the 
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PASTOR JOHN KILIAN 








Leader and Teacher of Courageous People 


Faith, wisdom and unremitting service 
won for scholarly, gentle John Kilian 
a place second to none in the hearts 
of his people. They were the Wends, 
those Baltic Germans of Slavic de- 
scent, who abandoned their homeland 
for a new world wilderness in the 
cause of religious self-determination. 
In 1854, 558 Lutheran Wends, refus- 
ing to obey the Prussian decree of 
organic union with the Reformed 
church, asked John Kilian to become 
pastor and leader in their migration 
to Texas. On December 16th of that 
year they landed at Galveston aud 
settled in present Lee County, naming 
their settlement Serbin. At Serbin, 
Kilian was more than pastor .. he was 
squire, legal advisor, doctor, consult- 
ant and teacher. He established 
preaching stations at New Ulm and 
Roeder’s Mill in Austin County, at 
Louis Settlement in Fayette County 
and in Bastrop. Through his efforts 
fraternal relations with the Evangeli- 


pueececcm 





Texas Division, United States Brewers Foundation, 
206 VFW Building, Austin, Texas 


Our sincere appreciation to the Lexington Enterprise for bistorical assistance. = 





cal Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, 
and of other states, were established . . 
and today some 20 other congrega- 
tions look upon St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church at Serbin as the mother church. 


Texans will always honor the memory 
of a good and fearless man, John 
Kilian, champion of freedom. 


Today Texans still demand and get 
their right to choose the way they 
want to live. In this vigorous and 
freedom-minded homeland .. “Beer 
Belongs” and this is why the United 
States Brewers Foundation works con- 
stantly, in conjunction with brewers, 
wholesalers and retailers, to assure the 
sale of beer and ale under pleasant, 
orderly conditions. Believing that 
strict law enforcement serves the best 
interest of Texans, the Foundation 
stresses close cooperation with the 
Armed Forces, law enforcement and 
governing officials in its continuing 
Self-Regulation program. 
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smile (bubbling blood) on his 
unpainted face, and his sightless 
eyes gazing with candor at the 
real life moon. 

Only the theme and the cliches 
make this recognizable as Miller 
material. The theme is familiar, 
for he has long been preoccupied 
with salvation through surrender, 
strength through self knowledge, 
hope through hopelessness, or 
what his friends in Paris came 
to call his Rock Bottom philos- 
ophy. The difference is that this 
story is told in orderly symbol- 
ism, preserving one viewpoint, 
and sticking close to the tale. 

Herein lies its weakness, for 
any attempt to impose form and 
style on his writings is taking the 
Miller out of Miller. What have 
we then? Unoriginal ideas in 
which the action is obscured— 
something for which Miller is 
not usually noted—told in unin- 
spired and overly explicit prose. 
It is his rambling spontaneity 
which is spellbinding, the hon- 
est complusion to tell all, spill 
everything, save nothing. What 
is fresh is the effusive overflow 
of words tumbling over one an- 
other in the eagerness to be 
heard. He is what he writes, 


cash. 
Bill Cooper, Builder, 7122 
and so he would wish it I am 


sure. 

Miller must have known that 
he couldn’t get away with this, 
a betrayal of all those years he 
spent worshipping formlessness, 
elevating ignorance to the high 
priesthood of wisdom, cultiva- 
ting experience while scorning 
learning and tradition. (He does, 
however, make sufficient use of 
his culture to load his prose with 
cliches, “the fiber of my being,” 
being his number one favorite.) 
After all, it must be embarrassing 
enough that he is writing at 
home now, his home in Cali- 
fornia that he shares with his 
wife and children, dogs and his 
books. 


Therefore, it is a relief to 
notice at the end of the story of 
Auguste and his friends an epi- 
logue, nice and long, signed, in 
script, by Henry Miller. Ah yes, 
this is the one we know. He 
starts right in, explaining every- 
thing he meant to say in the 
story, what he thought about 
when he wrote it, who influ- 
enced him, etc. He is an honest 
man after all. 

NANCY FAGG 











NOW! life insurance protection for 
your family during vital years... 


Se 





Tkex all premiums 
returned 4/42 dividends 


23... this is now possible through modern life insurance 
planning with the SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA, 
one of North America’s leading life companies. The new Sun Life 
Security Fund “insurance or money-back” plan enables you to provide 
life insurance protection for your family until you are 65 with a guar. 
antee that, if you live to 65, all the money you paid will be refunded 
to you in full... plus accumulated dividends. 


Oe. . athe proceeds at oge 65 con be (a) used to provide an annuity; (b) left 
on deposit with a guaranteed rate of interest; (c) used to purchase a paid-up 
policy for the original sum assured, with a balance which can be taken in 
cash of as a guaranteed income. 


Coll the Sun Life in your district for more informati 
pad gee BD AA, Ta rae 


SUN LIFE OF CANADA 
MARTIN ELFANT 


201 Century Building Houston, Texas 


Without obligation, | would like more detaile of the new Sun Life Security Fund pian. 
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(One night this summer Charles 
Ramsdell, John Henry Faulk, and 
Bob Eckhardt began reminiscing 
about their sporting days in Aus- 
tin two decades or so ago in 
the Young Gentleman’s Paradise 
Skeet -Shooting and _ Sporting 
Club, and an Observer man de- 
manded why no one had written 
down the minutes of this historic 
society. A few days later Rams- 
dell appeared with a manuscript 
he had written 15 years before 
and sent to “Scene,” which we 
gather was a Dallas snazz maga- 
zine which folded a few weeks 
after receiving Ramsdell’s offer- 
ing. Undaunted by the parallel, 
but reassured by a rough correla- 
tion between the reminiscing and 
the manuscript, we have decided 
our readers would be edified by 
this record of youth in pre-war 
Austin,—Ed.) 


About a decade ago there was 
great excitement in the San An- 
tonio home of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Graham, whose daughter Wanda, 
now Mrs. O'Neil Ford, a lovely 
sub-deb at the time, had been in- 
vited to the annual Thanksgiving 
Ball of the Young Gentlemen’s 
Paradise Skeet-Shooting and 
Sporting Club of Austin. Wanda 
and her mother put in two weeks 
on her new evening gown, and 
succeeded in turning out a really 
dazzling creation of flowing silk, 
with lots of little fluttering flow- 
ers. Her escort was to be Robert 
Engelking, of another old San 
Antonio family. The whole club 
consisted of Engelking, Johnny 
Faulk, and Bob Eckhardt, but 
Wanda didn’t know that—yet. 


Ah! Wilderness! 


Bob Eckhardt, now a fairly se- 
date attorney in Houston, met 
Wanda Ford the other day at a 
party, and they got to reminisc- 
ing about the Ball. Mrs. Ford, 
suppressing an occasional shud- 
der, tried to tell the story of a 
Sub-Deb’s Shattered Dream, but 
the memory seemed to be too 
much for her, even now. When 
she couldn’t go on any longer, 
Bob finished the story in his own 
way. 


When Wanda, the sub-deb, got 
to Austin she was met by Robert 
Engelking in an elegant Tux and 
a beat-up jalopy. Still, she had 
never seen him in any other kind 
of car. She thrilled with anticipa- 
tion as they drove through the 
lighted avenues of the city. 


MAGINE HER SURPRISE when 

she found herself on a country 
road which was entirely un- 
lighted—an exceedingly bumpy 
road, at that. She quieted her 
qualms with the thought that 
maybe they were going for a lit- 
tle ride before the dance. But the 
jalopy turned off onto a side road 
that seemed to be a sort of, goat’s 
path through the brush, and later 
onto what seemed to her widen- 
ing eyes “more like a pig’s trail.” 
Finally they arrived at this un- 
painted shack by the lakeside. 
And there, sure enough, were the 
rest of the Young Gentlemen, in 
their Tuxes, and ladies in even- 
ing gowns. A recent flood had 
evidently covered the cabin with 
mud halfway up the walls, but 
this mud appeared to have been 
scraped off hastily with a shovel, 
so there was not very much of it 
left. The music was furnished by 


a phonograph, which Mrs. Ford 
insists is now in the Witte Mu- 
Seum (“or one exactly like it”) 
—and there were three dance 
records, slightly warped, nicked 
and scratched. 


Now came the time to mix the 
drinks. The Young Gentlemen 
made quite a ceremony of it. Into 
a large washtub—there was no 
ice—they poured a gallon of Cal- 
ifornia wine, three quarts of a 
whiskey which Bob Eckhardt 
identifies as “Old Charnel 
House,” and, for extra bouquet, 
a half pint of gin, the offering of 
a male guest invited by Bob, who 
realized at once that he had made 
a mistake. “Imagine bringing a 
half-pint to a swell affair like 
that.” 


A towering colored man sud- 
denly appeared, and began to 
distribute the refreshments. He 
was somewhat blear-eyed and 





Charles Ramsdell 


droop-lipped. He had on overalls 
and boots, and he was _ coated 
with fresh mud as far up as his 
waist. It seems he had just 
crossed the river on a horse. But 
the upper half of him glistened 
with the purity of starched white 
—Johnny Faulk had borrowed a 
jacket from a Pullman porter. 
(Weeks later the jacket was fin- 
ally retrieved from a mesquite 
tree, after the porter had raised 
what was for once literally un- 
shirted hell.) 





The waiter was conscientious. 


said. 


be safe in his bureau drawer, he 


The next day seems to have 


| been one of those sere, parching 


new batch of drinks as he served | 
them. It happened to be a cold! 
night. There was a woodstove in| 
the middle of the Ball Room, and | 
it was kept roaring. After a while 
the waiter shagged over to 
sition in front of the stove, pirou- | 
etted, and laid his body down. He} 
closed his weary eyes, and re- 

mained. 


a po- 


The night was cold. Lar 
cracks between the  clapboards 
let the wind through. The shiver- 
ing young girls in evening gowns 
Stretching their bare put | 
above the fallen giant 
for just a little warmth é a 


pathetic scene. 


EFORE THE BALL er 
it became obviou hat t! 

two quarts of “Old 
House” which were being 
reserve would not 
And each of the Youns 
men__ simultaneously 
the idea that it would 
liant coup to divert tr 
to his future persona 
of them, sidling out into the night 
in a strangely contorted 
loudly proclaimed his i 
to go and fetch some more fire- 
wood. As he cached ttles 
under a bush, he chuckled happi- 
ly, never suspecting t 
pairs of lambent 
watching his every move 


When Bob Eckhardt 
guest finally got back 
in a state of furtive t 
friend (“at least, I thought he 
was my friend at the tim« 
Bob) insisted on 
tles to his room in the Phi Delta 


taking tne Dot- 








He felt it his duty to sample each 


Theta house, where they uld 


days when the barometer and 
the morale are low, and a succes- 
sion of seismographic disturb- 
ances jars the surface of the 
earth. Bob could hardly wait to 


| repossess his share of the loot. 


But his false friend turned on 
him the sorrowful eyes of a 
spaniel. “I just don’t see how it 
happened,” he mourned. “But 
somebody stole all both bottles.” 

Bob is still bitter about it. “I 
wouldn’t have expected anything 
else from the other Young Gen- 
tlemen of the Paradise Skeet- 
shooting and Sporting Club. But 
this was my guest. He hadn't 
ought to have done it.” 
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LEGALS 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO John Henry Van Ameron- 
gen Defendant, in the hereinafter 
styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 

urt of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o’clock A.M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 42 
days from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o’clock A.M. of Monday 
the 6th day foJuly, 1959, and an- 
swer the petition of plaintiff in 
Cause Number 114,125, in which 
Joan Van Amerongen is Plaintiff 
and John Henry Van Amerongen 
is defendant, filed in said Court 
on the 21st day of May, 1959, and 
the nature of which said suit is 
as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
on the part of Defendant towards 
her of such nature as to render 
their further living together as 
husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that one child, born of said 
union, is now with plaintiff, who 
is the proper person to be award- 
ed its care, gy Be control 
and for which Plaintiff prays 
ponent, Plaintiff further al- 
eges that no community prop- 
erty was acquired by the parties; 
Plaintiff further prays for relief, 
general and al; 

All of which more fully ap- 
pears from Plaintiffs Original 
Petition on file in this office, and 
= — fan gem | is here made 
or in and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it be returned un- 
served. 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 


h 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 21st day of , 1959. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis Texas. 
By GEO. W. BI 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
TEXAS 


and numbered cause: 
You are hereby commanded to 


appear before 126th District 
Guust of Tete Guute, oma 


be held at the of 
county in the City of Austin, 


E 


Travis County, Texas, at or be-; defendants in such suit in and to 


fore 10 o’clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of issuance 
— that is to say, at or be- 
(9) 

the 29th day of June, 1959, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff 
in Cause Number 112,326, in 
which Marguerite Connell Wil- 


liams iS Plaintiff and Lorane At- | 


well Williams is defendant, filed 
in said Court on the lst day of 
December, 1958, and the nature 
of which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said par- 
ties; Plaintiff alleges cruel treat- 
ment on the part of the Defen- 
dant towards her of such a 
nature as to render their further 
living together as husband and 
wife altogether insupportable; 
Plaintiff furthur alleges that no 
children were born of said union 
and no community property was 
accumulated by the parties; 
Plaintiff further prays for the 
restoration of her maiden name 
of Marguerite Connell, and for 
the costs of suit and relief, gen- 
eral and special; 

All of which more fully ap- 
pears from Plaintiff's Original 
Petition on file in this office and 
to which reference is here made; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis.County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
at office in the City of Austin, 
this the 13th day of May, 1959. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By G. W. BICKLER, Deputy. 


NOTICE OF SALE 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 


my |OF SALE dated and issued pur- 


suant to a judgment decree of the 
53rd Judicial District Court of 
Travis County, Texas, by the 
Clerk of said Court on said date 
in a certain suit, No. 109,387, 
styled Gibb Jett, et al and to me 
directed and delivered as Sheriff 
of said County, I have on May 25, 
1959, seized, levied upon, and will, 
on the First Tu y in July, 
1959, the same being the 7th day 
of said month, at the Courthouse 
door of said County, in the City 
of Austin between the hours of 
10 o’clock A.M. and 4 o’clock P.M. 
on said day, proceed to sell for 





cash to the highest bidder all 
the right, title and interest of the 


|the following described real es- 


tate levied upon as the property 


of said defendants, the same ly- | 


|ing and being situated in the 


re, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday | County of Travis and the State of | interest, therein, 


| Texas, to wit: 


Tract No. 1! All that certain 
lot, tract or parcel of land lying 
and being situated in the County 
of Travis, State of Texas, known 
| and described as follows: Being a 
| tract of land Seventy-five (75) 
|feet by One hundred Forty-five 


(145) feet off of the West end | 


|of the South one-half of Block 
| Thirteen (13), in the subdivision 
|of Outlot Fifty-seven (57), Divi- 
| sion “B” of the government out- 
| lots of the City of Austin accord- 
| mg fe the map or plat of said 
| subdivision recorded in Volume 
1, page 3 of the Plat Records of 
Travis County, Texas, such tract 
being enclosed within the follow- 
ing metes and bounds: Beginning 
at the Southwest corner of said 
| Block Thirteen (13). Thence in a 
| Northerly direction with the 
| West line of said Block Thirteen 
| (13) One 
| (145) feet to a Twenty (20) foot 
j}alley; Thence easterly with 
| the South line of said alley Sev- 
| enty-five (75) feet; Thence South- 





erly One hundred Forty-Five | 


(145) feet to the North line of 
New York Avenue. Thence West- 
erly Seventy-five (75) feet along 
the North line of New York Ave- 
nue to the place of beginning, to- 
gether with all improvements 
thereon situated. 

Second Tract: All that certain 
lot, tract or parcel of land lying 
and being situated in the County 
of Travis, State of Texas, known 
and described as follows: Being 
the West Sixty (60) feet of Lot 
Eight (8), Block Twelve (12) in 
the subdivision of Outlot Fifty- 
seven (57) in Division “B” of the 
government outlots adjoining the 
original City of Austin, according 
to the map or plat of said subdi- 
vision recorded in Plat Book 1, 
page 3 of the Plat Records of 
Travis County, Texas, together 


with all improvements thereon 
situated. 
Third Tract: All that certain 


lot, tract or parcel of land lying 
and being situated in Austin, 
Travis County, Texas known and 
described as follows: Being the 
West Thirty-five (35) feet of Lot 
Seven (7) and the East Five (5) 
feet of Lot Eight (8), Block 
Twelve (12) in the subdivision of 
Outlot Fifty-seven (57) in Divi- 
sion “B” of the government out- 
lots adjoining the original City 
of Austin, according to the map 
or plat of said subdivision re- 
corded in Plat Book 1, page 3 
of the Plat Records of Travis 
County, Texas, together with all 
improvements thereon situated. 
or upon the written est of 
said defendants or their attorney, 





hundred Forty-five | 


penalties and costs, subject, | 
ever, to the right of redempti 
of the defendants or any person 
having an interest therein, to re- 
| deem the said property , 
at any t 
a sufficient portion thereof 
satisfy said judgment 
within two years from t 
|of sale in the manner pl! 
by law and subject to any 
and further rights to 
|defendants or anyone havin; 
| interest therein may be entitl 
under the provisions of la 
sale to be made by. me to sati 
{the judgment rendered i 
labove styled and numbe 
| cause, together with interest 
lialties and costs of suit, and 
| proceeds of said sale to be 
| plied to the satisfaction t 
|and the remainder, if any, to b 
|applied as the law directs 
| Dated at Austin, Texas, this th 
| 28th day of May, 1959 
| T. O. LANG, Sheriff, 
Travis County, Texas 
by HENRY KLUGE, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
| TO Betty Valmai Pettit, De- 
fendant, in the hereinafter styled 
|}and numbered cause 

You (and each of are 
hereby commanded to appear be- 
‘fore the 126th District Court of 
Travis County, Texas, to be held 
at the courthouse of said county 
lin the City of Austtin, Travis 
| County, Texas, at or before. 10 
|o’clock A. M. of the first Monday 
after expiration of 42 days from 
the date of issuance hereof; that 
is to say, at or before 10 o’clock 
A. M. of Monday the 20th day of 





ff 


July, 1959, and answer the peti- 
tion of plaintiff in Cause Num- 
ber 113,065, in which Rowland | 


Pettit is Plaintiff and Betty Val- 
mai Pettit is defendant, filed in 





said Court on the 6th day of 
| February, 1959, and the nature 
|of which said suit is as follows: 


| Being an action and prayer for 
|judgment in favor of Plaintiff | 
|and against Defendant for decree 
|of divorce dissolving the bonds | 
of matrimony heretofore and 
jnow existing between said par- 
ties; Plaintiff alleges that de-| 
fendant left the bed and board 


of Plaintiff voluntarily, with no 
intentions of returning, on or 
about January 15, 1955. There 
were no children born of this 


marriage, and there is no com- 
munity property: Plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, general and 
special; 

All of which more fully ap- 
pears from Plaintiff's Original 
Petition on file in this office, 
and which reference is here made 
for all intents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served | 
within 90 days after date of its | 
issuance, it shall be returned un- | 
served. 








| of 


on file in this office, 


at office in the City of Austin, 
this the lst day of June, 1959. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By A. E. Jones, Deputy. 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the’ District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court 
CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Jerlean Hattie Lee Banks 
McCloud Defendant, in the here- 
inafter styled and numbered 
cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th Judicial 
District Court of Travis County, 
Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City 
of Austin, Travis County, Texas, 
at or before 10 o’clock A. M. of 
the first Monday after the ex- 
piration of 42 days from the date 
of issuance hereof; that is to say, 
at or before, 10 o’clock A.M. of 
Monday the 20th day of July, 
1959, and answer the petition of 
Plaintiff in Cause Number 114,- 
216, in which Cornelius McCloud 
is Plaintiff and Jerlean Hattie 
Lee Banks McCloud is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the Ist day 
of June, 1959, and the nature of 
which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against Defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and 
now existing between said par- 
ties. Plaintiff alleges abandon- 
ment by defendant of him for a 
period of more than three years. 
with the intention on the part of 
Defendant of making such aban- 
donment permanent. Plaintiff 
further alleges 
that two children were born as 
issue of said marriage, to-wit: 


| Cornelius McCloud, Jr., age 18, 


and Virginia Ruth McCloud, age 
16 and that plaintiff has had cus- 
tody of the said Cornelius Mc- 
Cloud, Jr., and the defendant has 
had custody of Virginia Ruth Mc- 
Cloud since the date of separa- 


| tion. Plaintiff asks that custody 


of Cornelius McCloud, Jr., be 
awarded to him and that custody 
Virginia Ruth McCloud be 
awarded to defendant. No com- 
munity property was accumu- 
lated during said marriage. 

Plaintiff prays for costs of suit 
and relief, general and special; 
all of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's original petition 
and to 
which reference is here made. 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 

Witness, O. T. Martin, Jr., 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
By ELI GREER, Deputy. 














The 





Steel Industry 
Is Fighting 
For Money 





























Our Union 
Is Fighting 
For People 






Proof that fewer workers are producing MORE STEEL 


1954—268,000 Workers ... $385 Million Profits for U.S. Steet’ 


1958—223,000 Workers . . ..$586 Million Profits for U.S. Steel” 


*Profit before taxes as reported by U. S. Steel 


$200 million more profits in just 4 years... with 45,000 fewer workers 
What Is True of U. S. Steel Is True of the Entire Steel Industry 


When our union thinks of prosperity, we think 
in terms of People; Happiness in the home; 
security on the job; a decent standard of living. 

When the Steel Industry thinks of prosperity, 
they think only in terms of Money and Profits. 

Steel corporations are producing more steel 
than ever before. Profits are breaking all records. 
Yet, despite this production boom and profit 
spree, tens of thousands of Steelworkers are still 
unemployed, or working only part-time. 

There is a good chance that many of these 
unemployed may never be called back to work 
because technological advances in the Industry 
have eliminated their jobs. 

These unemployed can’t be ignored. Neither 
can those who will lose their jobs in the future 
because of further technological advances. 

Our union has made several proposals to the 


Steel Industry to help solve this problem. Among 
them is a redistribution of working hours so that 
more people can be employed. 

The United Steelworkers of America is not 
opposed to automation. We have always favored 
taking the burden from men’s backs and putting 
it on machines. But we are opposed to auto- 
matically wrecking our economy with push-button 
production without making the necessary pro- 
vision to maintain human purchasing power 
to buy the products of industry. 

We ask the people of America to recognize that 
machines do not buy; only human beings have 
purchasing power. Workers must have money be- 
cause without this purchasing power the products 
of industry will rot on the shelf. 


Davm J. McDonaLp 








United Steelworkers Of America 


I. W. Abel, Secretary-Treasurer Martin Burns, Director. District 37 Howard R. Hague, Vice-President 


TUNE IN: STEELWORKERS TV MEETING OF THE MONTH AND THE PHIL REGAN RADIO SHOW. 
CONSULT YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER FOR CORRECT TIME: 
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